A MORNING READING PRIMER

Thai Reading Practice
2IUAIINY

Twelve short mornings. Read a little Thai first thing, every day, the way a Thai child
learns: blend the sounds, then read the words, then read the stories.

How to use this book

Do one day each morning, about 10 minutes. Read the Thai aloud first, slowly, and only then
check the small transliteration and English underneath. Every day ends with a Thai-only
check: cover the earlier pages and read it cold. Tick the day off on the tracker overleaf.

Transliteration is a rough guide to the sound, not a spelling. Long vowels are doubled (aa, ee, 00). Thai has
no spaces between words, so the words in the drills are spaced out to help you; real sentences are not.



Your morning tracker

One line per morning. Tick the box when the day is done, Thai-only check included.

Day What you read

Day 1 Blending: consonant + vowel = syllable

Day 2 More blending, and your first whole words
Day 3 Vowels: short and long

Day 4 Vowels that change shape, and special vowels
Day 5 Final consonants 1: -ng, -n, -m

Day 6 Final consonants 2: -k, -t, -p, -y, -w

Day 7 Tone marks when reading
Day 8 Silent leaders: leading # and leading
Day 9 N5, 59, and consonant clusters

Day 10  Word drills and first sentences

Day 11 Reading: family, and a dog named Bo

000000000 00od s

Day 12  Reading: going to the market, and the final test

Miss a morning? Just pick up at the next day. The days build on each other, so do them in
order the first time through. After Day 12, re-read the final test pages any morning to
keep the skill warm.




Reference: the 44 consonants

You already know these letters. This chart is only for look-ups. They are grouped by class, in traditional
order inside each group, because class decides the tone of a syllable later. Two letters, ¥ and @, are obsolete

and survive only in old words.

Middle class (9)

f D) | ) 2] 2] U U ]

gor jor dor tor dor tor bor por or
High class (11)

] U R g a i il A i a8
ho

khor khor chor thor thor phor for sor sor sor

1]

hor
Low class (24)

A 12 A V) U (4] &l (7] n 2]
yor

khor khor khor ngor chor sor chor thor thor

nor thor thor nor phor for phor mor yor ror

lor wor lor hor



Day 1 - about 10 minutes

Blending: consonant + vowel = syllable

Thai is not read letter by letter. You take a consonant, add a vowel sign, and say the blend as

one sound. That is the whole skill; everything else in this book is variations on it.
Watch it happen
fl 4+ 1 = N

gor aa (the -1 sign) gaa

The vowel -1 sits after the consonant and gives it a long "aa" sound. Say the consonant, slide
into the vowel, and let them come out as one syllable: gaa. Now the same blend with a word
you will use every day:

) IR (O}

tor aa taa - eye

Warm-up drill: sound these out

Read across each row, out loud. Same consonant, seven vowels. Do not rush; blending slowly is blending

correctly.
q M ) ) 3 ' wA 1n
gaa gi gee goo ge gae go
5 6 6 4 L6 e ia
taa ti tee too te tae to
g W 1 3 A L3 wa 1u
maa mi mee moo me mae mo
g W il i ] 3t} wu Tu

naa ni nee noo ne nae no



Day 1, check - Thai only

Check yourself

Cover everything from this morning. Read these cold, out loud. If one stops you, go back to

the grid and find its row.

1 4 3 Tu
LA 3 6 'y
wA 1a

Say the blend out loud

Name the two parts first, then say the whole syllable: consonant, vowel, blend.
6 U1 a S

1A 12



Day 2 - about 10 minutes

More blending, and your first whole words

Warm-up drill

Six more consonants through the same seven vowels. Read across, out loud.

U

P

U1

paa

O

daa

un

baa

91

raa

al

laa

n

waa

U

pi

D

di

(st

bi

ND

ri

)]

oD

i

pee

o))

dee

()]

bee

) 1)

ree

)]

lee

odl

wee

These blends are already words

U

v
poo

€od

\\Ye]e]

1

pe

A
de

(§1)
be

L9

re

La

le

L

we

iy

pae

LLA

dae

AN 1)

bae

LLS

rae

LLa

lae

L

wae

T

po

1o

do

Y

bo

1s

ro

1a

1

WO

Many blends you just read are real, everyday words. Read each one, then check the small

text.

e

taa - eye

3

mee - have

d

maa - come

U1

naa - rice field

doo - look, watch

i

poo - crab

a

U

M

dee - good

v

bo - Bo (a name)



Day 2, check - Thai only

Check yourself

Read these cold. Half are syllables, half are words; read them all the same way.

2
1a

15

Words only

(|

3

617
2

1

d

U1

3

uUn

e

e

e

=)

o))

1Y



Day 3 - about 10 minutes

Vowels: short and long

Every Thai vowel comes in a short and a long version, and the length is part of the word: hold

it too short or too long and you have said a different syllable. Read each pair across, and
make the long one clearly longer.

Warm-up

From Day 2, read across: a1 6 y 11 30 g T 15 1a 0.

(= ol [~ ou

lz - MM 1l - A Nl - A f!-»Q
ga - gaa--¢ - -1 gi - gee - -7 gue - guee - -7, - gu - goo - - -,
1A - 1A uAz - uA 1nz = 1n 1Az - AD
ge - ge- ke - I gae - gae- i-r - U- go - go-le - 1- go - gaw - 1-1¢ — -

(=] (= ol ol Qs Q

1A - LA LA - LAY 1A - LAD ne - A

ger - ger--a% - 1-d gia - gia - -8z - -8 guea - guea - L-d¢ - -d gua - gua - -3t - -3

Three signs change where they sit: -=7and -Sit above the consonant, - and - sit below it,
and -{Day 4) also sits above. Everything else goes before or after.

v Check yourself (Thai only)

Read each pair cold and say which is short and which is long.
o o
flz AN A na LA LA

LA LLA 1az 1n 1ADE 1AD 1Ay LAY



Day 4 - about 10 minutes

Vowels that change shape

Some vowels are written one way in an open syllable and another way once a final consonant

closes the syllable. This trips up every new reader; learn the four changes and you will stop

tripping.

1. Short - becomes -‘before a final

fld + U =

ga n (final) gan - together
Qr Qs
au U
gan - together wan - day
Q Q
HU nu
man - it than - in time

2. 1-= becomes 1-before a final

Go 1
LA d LAY
tem - full geng - skilled, good at
G Go
LA LU
phet - spicy hot yen - cool

Qs

AU

chan-1I

AT

fan - dream

G
Laf
lek - small
o
LAV
gep - keep, pick up



Day 4, part 2 - about 5 minutes

Vowels that change shape, continued

Warm-up

Read cold: fiu S 4 LA 1A LAA.

3. 1-¢ is not written at all before a final

The short "o" sound is simply understood: m + A reads tok.

£1A

tok - fall

AR

fon - rain
4. -3 drops its -'before a final

a3

suan - garden

A9

khuan - should

v Check yourself (Thai only)

Qs Qs

Y U

(1) AU

AU

khon - person

98

rot - car

934

ruam - combine, total

Uaa

puat - ache

Go
LA

d3U

DU

jop - finish, end

(B2

mot - all gone

VIU

chuan - invite

ViR[2

nguat - installment

@
Laf

934



Day 4, part 3 - about 5 minutes

Special vowels

Warm-up

Read cold: i Ju 1y A AW JIU.

-3 : one sign, an "am" sound

(<] L 4 o
m Ul Ul
tham - do, make naam - water kham - funny
o o o
1 ) AN
jam - remember tam - pound, spicy salad kham - word

- and - : both read "ai"

Only about 20 common words use T; everything else uses {. Same sound, so just read them.

[6) 1y T Tu

jai - heart chai - yes, correct mai - new nai - in

T T3 tna 1As

pai - go mai - not, no glai - far khrai - who



Day 4, part 4 - about 5 minutes

Special vowels, continued

Warm-up

Read cold: vi1 71 T2 g Tu Tal.

-1 : reads "ao"

LUN 1971 LA
khao - he, she rao - we, us gao - scratch
U U
L2 LU LU
ao - take, want chaao - morning khaao - enter

§ : reads "rue"

09 i W e

rueduu - season ruesii - hermit phruehat - Thursday (short form)

v Check yourself (Thai only)

m R 12 1y
1<l T3 LY 151
Lk 00



Day 5 - about 10 minutes

Final consonants 1: -ng, -n, -m

A consonant at the end of a syllable (sa@znn) does not keep its full sound. Thai has only eight

final sounds, and groups of letters share each one. Today: the three nasal endings.

Warm-up

Read cold: v 1 72 TU vun 180,

w3inv : ends in -ng (only v)

o Y
U\ 99V Uy
nang - sit rong - cry, sing baang - some; thin
U Qs Q
1y AJ Wy
hong - room dang - loud fang - listen

w3inu : ends in-n (¥ sy a1 5 a W)

Six different letters, one final sound. 5, a and W at the end all read as -n.

[~ [~ 74
U U 198U YUY
gin - eat non - sleep, lie down rilan - study, learn baan - house, home
= Qs
Nl AU 19 IU
doen - walk khon - person gaan - work (as a suffix) wan - day

wiinsl : ends in -m (only &)

1 & GH T RFl
tham - do, make yim - smile som - orange haam - forbid
v Check yourself (Thai only)
AL UDU 1y n!
13U LA #Dv &



Day 6 - about 10 minutes

Final consonants 2: -k, -t, -p, -y, -w

Warm-up

Read cold; Ay wau 9 N1 11U #ov.

usinn : ends in -k (n v A %)

Q
3 un Jun
rak - love nok - bird sanuk - fun
qU LAY 1A
suk - happy leek - number maak - much, very

wina:endsin-t(AANSIVBHNHI NI A )

The biggest group: fourteen letters, one final -t. The letter & at the end reads -t, so s& reads "rot".

e GELRT) pfing
phuut - speak sa-aat - clean aathit - sun; week
Sel Un AR

rot - flavor pit - close, turn off talaat - market



Day 6, part 2 - about 5 minutes

Final consonants 2, continued

Warm-up

Read cold: §n un ayn WA dza10 AAA.

winu :endsin-p (U U w W A)

(=3
vV 12U dau
choop - like toop - answer sip - ten
ol
MN U WU
phaap - picture riip - hurry phop - meet, find

wiitAg : ends in -y (8) - w3itnd : ends in -w (2)

1 174
dulg ung vIe ymn
sabaai - comfortable khaai - sell ngaai - easy khaao - rice
U G [
LLad 137 LN U1
laaeo - already reo - fast maeo - cat naam - water (i3ny - a
reminder)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

v Check yourself (Thai only)

Q

o) qYn 2 Aaln
YDV aU JU1Y 12



Day 7 - about 10 minutes

Tone marks when reading

Thai has five tones, but only four tone marks. The mark sits above the first consonant of the
syllable (above the vowel sign, if there is one). For reading, your job today is simple: see the
mark, and know it changes how the word sounds. These are the marks:

maai eek - ditan maai tho - %i1n maai trii - 1ie3 maai jattawaa - {3901

Warm-up

Read cold: §n wa sau du1y 112 win.
Read the sets: same word, mark changes everything

g1/ ¥/ N

khaao / khaao / khaao
white / news / rice

1/t /dn

paa/ paa/ paa
throw / forest / auntie

w1/ 41/ M

naa/naa/naa
rice field / lovely, worth doing / younger aunt or uncle

ELVACOYAGD

suea/suea/suea
tiger / mat / shirt

A1/ a1/ M

khaa / khaa / khaa
stuck, perched / price, fee / trade, commerce



Day 7, part 2 - about 4 minutes

Tone marks: the rare two

tie3 (Y and td9mn (1) are rare. You mostly meet them on borrowed and fun words: 16
(to, table) and AwLeiwd (guay-tiaao, noodle soup). Recognize them; do not drill them.

On many words the tone comes from the consonant class and the vowel length instead of a mark (Days 5
and 6 words like fiu and §n). That system comes later; for now, read the sound out and let the mark, when
there is one, do its work.

v Check yourself (Thai only)

U 12 i 1
R 17 Al

Y
©



Day 8 - about 10 minutes

Silent leaders: # #¥1 and @ 1

Warm-up

Read cold: 917 112 9717 180 1d2 w1 1.

Leading % (# #1): written, not heard

When # stands in front of a low-class consonant (v €y ¥4 & & 5 a ), you do not say it. It is there
only to set the tone. Read the second letter and let the silent # do its invisible work: #41 reads
"maa", not "h-maa".

o o0
N Wy 121374V iUy
maa - dog nuu - mouse; you (for a ying - woman nueng - one
child)
dz ] £
il i “BU #iag
mor - doctor mai - new naa - face; front laai - many
ol
iUl “Halid
nii - run away, escape laan - grandchild;

nephew/niece

Leading @ (2 ¥#1): only four common words

2 in front of & is also silent. There are only four everyday words like this, and you now know
all four:

] ] ]
] 281V 2&87A &
yuu - be, stay, live yaang - like, as; kind of yaak - want yaa - do not (command)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

v Check yourself (Thai only)

“®a wy “ud hedy
iy [VFY oH oHRh



Day 9 - about 10 minutes

ns, 55, and consonant clusters

Warm-up
Read cold: v wy ag aena Tud wilh.
ns reads as "'s"

In a small set of common words, the pair ns is read as a single "s" sound. You cannot sound it
out letter by letter; recognize the pair and read "s".

Ny Nnay Nns9ay T'I%"INE?

saap - know (polite) song - shape; royal saai - sand sap - wealth, assets

55 reads like -3 (an "am / an" sound)

Double 5 with no vowel between them reads as "a + n" (the -3 family of sounds): ss53 reads
"tham", not "thor-ra-ma".

D994 n9%d D3UMN q355A

tham - dharma; nature gam - karma; deed thammadaa - ordinary, sawan - heaven
usual



Day 9, part 2 - about 5 minutes

Consonant clusters

Warm-up

Read cold: ns1uU NSy 5553 NS5 §I55A.

True clusters: two consonants, one breath

In clusters like ns na N7 As Us Ua, both consonants sound, blended into one syllable with no
vowel between them. Read them as one tight sound: "gr", "gl", "gw", "kr", "pr", "pl".

A5y aszii AAN [GE]

grung - city (as in grapao - bag, pocket glom - round glai - near
Ag9LNW1, Bangkok)

Y Q» v
Y A3 AU 1Jsen
gwaang - wide khruu - teacher khrap - yes (polite, for priiao - sour
men)

1Usa Jan

proot - please; favorite plaa - fish

One impostor: Wa reads "phon" (result; fruit). The a does not blend; it closes the syllable
as a final -n, exactly as in wsinu on Day 5.

Na Wats

phon - result; fruit phonlamai - fruit

v Check yourself (Thai only)

N9y N9y D394 9%y

Ag [GE] A9 Uan



Day 10 - about 10 minutes

Word drills and first sentences

Warm-up: words by pattern

One row per pattern you have learned. Read each row across.

Open syllables

£

taa - eye

U

khaa - leg
Finals you know
(=
nu
gin - eat

14|
phii - older sibling

31D
mue - hand
[6)
jai - heart
) U7
rak - love baan - house
UDY WD

nong - younger sibling phor - dad

L

huu - ear

[s1

pai - go

M

dee - good

Ll

mae - mom



Day 10, part 2 - about 5 minutes

First sentences

Thai puts spaces between phrases, not between words, so these sentences are spaced word
by word to help you. Read the Thai first; the small text is your answer key. Two new words
appear here: Ay (gin, eat) you met on Day 5, and 9y (wing, run).

7“1 AN

maa Mmaa
The dog comes.

wa U wn

phor pai naa

Dad goes to the rice field.
il 8 Uan

mae mee plaa

Mom has fish.

199 50 LD

nong rak maeo
The younger sibling loves the cat.

W AW U1
phii gin khaao

The older sibling eats rice.

¥ 59 U U

maa wing pai baan
The dog runs to the house.



Day 10, check - Thai only

Check yourself

Read each sentence cold, out loud. No small text anywhere on this page.

P ER T
wa W u
wal 8 Yan
UDY 5 LU

AW UM

=p

¥ 39 U U



Day 11 - about 10 minutes

Reading: family, and a dog named Bo

From today, sentences are written the real way: no spaces between words. Read the passage

all the way through first; the answers are underneath it, on purpose.

Warm-up

Read cold: a1 11, wa (U w1, A Aw g1,

Passage 1: my family ASDUASIVDIRAU
tuuavduagtaaun

AUTND 13l W LLazioy
walduinaiu

waiag U uazg?
1S1AUINIAIYAN
AUSNATDUASIVDIRU

24 Qs ] I %4
muuaaauag?nam

baan khong chan yuu glai naa

My house is near the rice field.
AUWD wai W aziayv
chan mee phor, mae, phii lae nong
I have a dad, a mom, an older sibling and a younger sibling.
waluuinaiu

phor pai naa thuk wan

Dad goes to the rice field every day.
waiagtuaz g

mae yuu baan lae tham khaao
Mom stays home and cooks rice.
151ANTNIMYAY

rao gin khaao duai gan

We eat rice together.

AUSAASDUASIVD IR

chan rak khropkhrua khong chan
I love my family.



Day 11, part 2 - about 5 minutes

Reading: Bo

Warm-up

Re-read Passage 1 on the previous page once, out loud.
Passage 2: Bo 1u

Tuidunuvavidy

lusauivuaziu

Touauldanuls

Ausaluun

New words: 18 (tai, under), @uls (tonmai, tree).

Tuidunuiyneiu

Bo pen maa khong chan
Bo is my dog.

TusdUIvnaziu

Bo choop wing lae gin
Bo likes to run and eat.

Tuuaulaauls

Bo non tai tonmai
Bo sleeps under a tree.

ausnluun

chan rak Bo maak
I'love Bo very much.

v Check yourself (Thai only)

Read these two lines cold; they are new, but built only from words you know.

Q

niisniavazin

TUuaUNTIU



Day 12 - about 10 minutes

Reading: going to the market

Warm-up

Re-read Passage 1 from Day 11 once, out loud.

Passage 3: the market (Umann

Q L]

wilusidudutunaia
nal1nat inaIntinu

wiBavan LU uazdn

AUBIYANDDOY

ISAUAAUDIUAIUAY

w1 Y1998 UIAN

New words: Juil (wan-nii, today), iu (gap, with / and), 3a (sue, buy), ¥3# (chuai, help), §ia (thue, hold, carry),
f9 (thung, bag), nau (glap, return), @sa# (aroi, delicious).



Day 12, answers

Passage 3: transliteration and translation

Only turn to this page after you have read the market passage aloud on the previous page.

Q» [- 4 1 Q Q»
Sufinsiduvauldnain
wan-nii mae gap chan pai talaat
Today Mom and I go to the market.

na1aattnaIATinw

talaat yuu glai jaak baan
The market is far from home.

wiBavan LU uazdn

mae sue plaa, khai lae khaao
Mom buys fish, eggs and rice.

AuyIBULNDY
chan chuai mae thue thung

I help Mom carry the bag.

LISAUAAUDIUA LAY

rao doen glap baan duai gan
We walk back home together.

w1 Y1998 UIAN

mae tham khaao aroi maak
Mom cooks very delicious rice (food).

That is the whole course. The next two pages are the same three passages and the key
word lists with no help at all. Read them tomorrow morning as your graduation test,
then keep them as your warm-up pages.




Final test - Thai only

Read it cold: the three passages

No transliteration, no translation. If a line stops you, note the day it came from, re-read that

day, and come back.
ASDUASIVDIRY
thuvavauaglaaun
Audws i W Lazioy
walduinaiu
waiag U UIazNY?
1S1AUTNIAIYAN
FUSAASDUASIVDIRY
18T

Twidunuvavidy
TusauIviaziu
Twuauldanuls
Ausaluun

TUaaia

Q

Wil

Q

Audulumain
na1aattnaIATinu

wiigaan tu uazdn
AuyrBuinag

ISAUAAUDIUAIUAY

wiNMY1IDDVNIAN



Final test - Thai only

Read it cold: word lists

N

d

81

U

2h)]
Ny

Wa

d

Ay

SRR

U

39

1ISYU

ds 1R
(I}
Go
LA

d3U

Uan

=)

934



Final test - Thai only

Read it cold: silent leaders

wan Ry hedy
Wily NUD Tnad
% "ERE e

HRR oHRR! e

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your read-aloud checklist

(] 1can blend any consonant + vowel syllable without stopping.

(] Ican hear the difference between short and long vowels as I read.
(] I know the eight final sounds and which group a word belongs to.
(] Ispot atone mark and a silent leading % or @ without being told.

(] Iread all three passages above aloud, start to finish, without help.

End of the primer. Next step when you are ready: real Thai, one short paragraph a morning, the same way -

read first, check after.
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